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\wer DENYING REFRIGERATION DEALERS’ APPLICATIONS FOR INVENTORY ITEMS 


All applications by dealers on WPB Forms 541 and 547 for refrigeration and air conditioning equip- 
t, including all self-contained package units, are being temporarily denied, the General Industrial 
Equipment Division of the War Production Board has announced. The denials, however, will not affect 
applications for compressor bodies, low sides, and other repair components. 


This action was taken by WPB because of the unprecedented volume of applications for refrigera- 
tion and air conditioning equipment being received from dealers and distributors, officials said. The 
) priority ratings previously granted for inventory purposes, together with the ratings received by dealers 
and distributors from ultimate consumers, have resulted in a large backlog of unfilled rated orders for 
several types of scarce equipment, they said. As a result, the critical components are not available in 
sufficient quantity to fill presently outstanding rated orders for complete assemblies within a reasonable 
length of time. 


During this temporary period, WPB officials explained, it will be necessary for dealers and distribu- 
tors to extend ratings received from ultimate consumers to replace equipment sold from their inventories. 


In in the meantime, they said, a study is being made by WPB of the problem, and L-38 (General 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning) may be amended so that dealers and distributors can obtain a limited 
quantity of equipment for inventory. 


STEWART-WARNER ORDERED TO PAY POTTER $238,000 FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 


Stewart-Warner Corp. has been ordered by a jury in the U. S. District Court in Chicago to pay 
damages totaling $238,000 to Potter Refrigerator Corp. of Buffalo and the Refrigeration Patents Corp. 
(the Potter organization’s patent-holding firm) for patent infringements involved in Stewart-Warner’s 
manufacture and sale of “Dual-Temp” refrigerators. 


The trial, which began Oct. 6, ended at 5:45 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 22, when the jury returned 
sealed verdicts to U. S. District Judge Walter J. LaBuy, who presided at the trial. 


The jury awarded $225,000 to Refrigeration Patents Corp. for infringement of the Bronaugh and 
Potter patent No. 2,056,165, and $13,000 to Potter Refrigerator Corp. for infringement of the Potter 
patent No. 2,171,712. Verdict was in favor of the defendant (Stewart-Warner) on the charge of infringe- 
ment of the Potter patent No. 2,225,959. 


FOUR ADMIRALS SUFFER DIRECT HITS FROM UNREFRIGERATED TURKEY DRESSING 


Turkey dressing which was held without adequate refrigeration poisoned some 1,200 persons, including 
four admirals of the U. S. Navy, who dined at two banquets held in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York 
City recently, according to New York’s Health Commissioner Ernest L. Stebbins. Those persons stricken had 
attended dinners given by the Guaranty Trust Co. and the Arma Corp., producer of Navy material. 


G. E. SIMMONS NAMED ADVERTISING MANAGER OF GENERAL ELECTRIC A.C. & C.R. DIVISIONS 


George E. Simons has been appointed manager of advertising and sales promotion for General Elec- 
trie’s air conditioning and commercial refrigeration divisions. 


Prior to his appointment, Mr. Simons was advertising manager of the General Electric X-Ray Corp. 
in Chicago. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1936 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright 1944, 
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‘SPOT AUTHORIZATION’ LIST 


REFRIGERATORS AND WASHERS ADDED TO 


Household mechanical refrigerators and. washing machines have been placed on the list of consumer 
goods eligible for approval for “spot authorization” production, WPB announced this week. The action 
was taken in an amendment to Direction 1 of Priorities Regulation 25. 


Applications will be granted only where WPB officials are assured that the producer can make such 
products without interfering with any war production in which he is engaged. Use of labor is ange to the 
manpower controls exerted by the War Manpower Commission. 


Since most of the major manufacturers of mechanical refrigerators are heavily engaged in war pro- 
duction, it is considered unlikely that their eligibility under the “spot authorization” program will result 
in any substantial production of goods for consumer use in the near future. Furthermore, it was announced 
this week by WPB Chairman J. A. Krug, that there will be a “tightening up” of the spot authorization 
program, with the probable denial of all applications in areas where critical war programs are lagging. 


FOUR MORE FIRMS GIVEN SPOT AUTHORIZATIONS FOR REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT 


Four more firms have been granted permission to produce refrigeration equipment under spot authoriza- 
tions made by local War Production Board offices. As were the firms previously given “spot” okays, the 
companies are comparatively small and produce for more or less local markets. 


The latest authorizations, granted between Nov. 7 and 14, include: the Glenwood-Inglewood Co., Minneapolis, 
drinking water coolers; United Electric Service Co., Wichita Falls, Tex., evaporative coolers; Berenfeld Mfg. 
Co., Ghent, Minn., farm freezers; Gene O. Brownson, Kansas City, Mo., walk-in refrigerator boxes. 


PRODUCTION UNDER ‘SPOT’ PLAN RUNNING INTO SNAGS, SAYS N.A.M. 


Lack of materials, steel in particular, together with other factors have tended to nullify “spot au- 
thorization” programs for civilian production, at least for the time being, it is reported by the National 
Association of Manufacturers following a survey of more than 1,000 manufacturers who have received 
approval. 


Many manufacturers reported that the shortage of materials was holding up the start of civilian pro- 
duction. Some others declared that all their production under the “spot authorization” program was be- 
ing taken by the military procurement services. 


There was also considerable distress over the matter of pricing, with a great majority of the manu- 
facturers reporting that they would need an upward adjustment over their 1942 prices because of in- 
creased costs and wage scales. 


NORGE MAY SHIFT RANGE PRODUCTION TO EFFINGHAM, ILL. 


Norge Division of Borg-Warner Corp. will concentrate its range production in Effingham, IIL, if 
present negotiations to purchase the plant of the Vulcan Corp. are completed, announces Howard E. 
Blood, Norge president. 


This move is part of Norge’s plan to convert all its factories to single-purpose, straight-line pro- 
duction, Mr. Blood explained. Already all machines for the manufacture of hermetic refrigerating units 
and washing machine transmissions have been shifted from Detroit to the Norge Machine Products Plant in 
Muskegon, Mich., which will leave the Detroit plant free to concentrate on transmissions, gears, and other 
industrial products, he said. 


Norge’s program for straight-line production (making a product from start to finish in one plant) 
is expected to eliminate considerable transportation involved in shipping parts to central assembly plants, 
believes Mr. Blood. 


ONE FORM (FEA 419) ONLY NEEDED FOR EXPORT APPLICATIONS 


Refrigeration firms who wish to file export applications need use only one application form—FEA 
419—points out a Washington official, who declares that the industry is generally filing form WPB 1319 
along with FEA 419. Latest revision of Order L-38 does give the impression that both forms are neces- 
sary, but this is not correct, he says. j 
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REMA DEBATES PUBLIC RELATIONS PROGRAM AND OTHER PROBLEMS 


At its recent meeting at Hot Springs, Va., the Refrigeration Equipment Manufacturers Association 
(Rema) made industry news through the following activities: 


(1) Discussed the idea of a public relations program, following a presentation on the subject by 
Ted Sills of Sills & Co., a leading public relations firm. Point of the proposed program would be to make 
the public more conscious of the part refrigeration plays in better living, and to better the industry’s 
chances in the postwar battle for a share of the consumer’s dollar. The program, in its initial stages at 
least, would be sponsored exclusively by Rema. 


(2) Took some initial steps towards seeking a clarification of pricing policies with .the OPA, after 
hearing a story of how a company that had showed a better-than-average profit had recently been able 
to obtain a price increase on one of its items. It was also reported that OPA is “groping” for information 
from industry on pricing and will welcome the efforts of groups who can offer it assistance. 


(3) Learned from C. M. Benson that the membership had voted against holding a Rema-sponsored 
“All Industry Exposition” in March of 1945, but that the show would be held as soon as conditions 
permit. Promotion about the show is being sent to former exhibitors and other interested parties. 


(4) Applauded some concrete proposals by Rema President A. B. Schellenberg for an “overall industry 
association or organization” that could really speak with authority as the “voice of the industry.” 


(5) Got a report from G. E. Graff on the state of their members’ relations with the parts and supply 
jobbers, including some recommendations as to certain specific things they could do to improve their 
business with jobbers. Later, the members debated at length on the matter of relations with regional 
groups or associations of parts jobbers, several pointing out the dangers inherent in dealing with such 
groups particularly through field representatives. 


(NOTE: A more complete report on the Rema meeting will be published in the Dec. 4 issue of the News.) 


FIRESTONE LINING UP PROSPECTS FOR THREE MODELS OF HOME FREEZERS 


Retail stores of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. are now actively trying to line up prospects for the 
three models of home and farm freezers which the company plans to market after the war. Firestone 
estimates that 5 to 20% of domestic refrigerator sales will be home freezers and is trying to learn how 
many frozen food units its stores can expect to sell. 


Sales literature describes the following three units: a 6-ft. cabinet model, 36 in. high by 40 in. long 
by 27 in. deep, priced at $149.50; a 10-ft. upright model with three refrigerated drawers and a quick 
freeze compartment, to retail for $229.95; and 16-ft. model, 771% in. long by 29 in. deep by 33 in. wide, 
with a quick freeze compartment, priced at $329.95. 


LESS THAN 90 REFRIGERATORS AVAILABLE IN CANADA NOW 


There are fewer than 90 electric refrigerators for sale in Canada at the present time and these are 
reserved for hospitals, according to Mark Lowe, administrator of electrical equipment and supplies for the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board. 


Speaking in Toronto recently at a meeting of the Ontario Electrical Appliance Dealers’ Association, Mr. 
Lowe said no immediate production of refrigerators is planned. He expressed the belief that electrical supplies 
would continue in short supply through 1945. 


DENNLER NAMED ASSISTANT TO GENERAL SALES MANAGER OF G-E APPLIANCES 


W. H. Dennler, supervisor of personnel placement, has been appointed assistant to the general sales 
manager of General Electric Co.’s appliance and merchandise department. He joined G-E in 1933, enter- 
ing the business training course, and was transferred to Bridgeport in 1936 from the traveling auditor’s 
staff. He spent a year in the field studying appliance dealer operations, and was on the auditor’s staff 
assigned to work with independent distributors just prior to the war. 
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PITTSBURGH UTILITY TO DROP APPLIANCE SALES AND INCREASE PROMOTION 


Active assistance for dealers in promoting sales of electric water heaters, ranges, and other appliances 
but no actual selling is planned by the Duquesne Light Co., Pittsburgh utility company, it was revealed by 
utility officials at a recent meeting of 800 dealers, salesmen, distributors, and manufacturers. 


As part of its range plans, the utility announced that it will contribute to the cost of changing a 
customer’s wiring to permit operation of electric ranges. And to aid water heater sales, the utility will 
seek permission to apply an “off-peak” electric rate for this appliance, it was announced. 


TRANSPORT OF PERISHABLE FOODS BY AIRLINER WITHOUT REFRIGERATION PLANNED 


Air transportation of perishable foods (without refrigeration) and other commodities figures to be- 
come the chief source of revenue for airlines within five years after the war, states James A. Wooten, 
cargo traffic manager for American Airlines. 


Recently a shipment of live lobsters was sent by air freight (as distinguished from “air express” 
service which has been offered for many years) from Boston to Hollywood, Calif. An experimental load 
of spinach has been flown at an altitude of 15,000 ft. where the temperature hits 45° F., said to be ideal 
for spinach. American Airlines also has plans for shipping fresh fish cuts from the Atlantic coast to the 
middle west and southern cities, it was said. 


“We are not trying to divert freight from other means of transportation, but are shooting for new 
commodities and new merchandising methods,” declared Mr. Wooten. “Savings in spoilage of perishables 
will in part offset higher costs of transportation by air,’ he claimed. 


CEILINGS ON SERVICE CHARGES FOR DOMESTIC STOKERS ESTABLISHED BY OPA 


Provisions of the regulation establishing specific maximum hourly rates for oil burner maintenance 
and repair services have been broadened to include similar services for coal stokers with a capacity of 
under 1,200 pounds of coal per hour, the Office of Price Administration announced recently. 


The hourly rates for stoker services (effective Nov. 25), the same as those previously applying to 
oil burner services, are: 


In cities of 500,000 population or more, $2.50 for first hour, $1.75 for second and succeeding hours; in 
cities of 100,000 to 500,000, $2 for first hour, $1.50 for balance; in cities less than 100,000, $1.50 for first 
hour, $1.25 for balance. 


The rates are inclusive of transportation, time spent in going to and from the job, and all other charges. 


The hourly prices do not apply to suppliers of stoker maintenance and repair services who have 
established prices under Revised Maximum Price Regulation No. 165 at prices higher than the specific 
hourly rates, provided these suppliers have complied with the filing requirements of MPR 165. 


SERVEL PROPOSES $6,000,000 STOCK ISSUE FOR POSTWAR EXPANSION 


Servel, Inc., may spend $6,000,000 for postwar ex pansion, it was indicated in the announcement stating 
that stockholders will vote Dec. 18 on a proposal to create an issue of 100,000 shares of cumulative preferred 
stock, the proceeds being used for expansion moves after the war. The stock sale, which would be made 
after Jan. 1, if approved, should raise $6,000,000. 


MANGAN AND ECKLAND FORM ADVERTISING AGENCY IN CHICAGO 


James Mangan, for several years advertising manager of Mills Industries, Chicago, has formed 4 
new Chicago firm, Mangan & Eckland, which plans to serve as an advertising agency and advisor in 
design, merchandising, and distribution problems. His associate is Everett B. Eckland, industrial designer 
formerly with Mills. ; 
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